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By David Rogers
| Globe Staff : 3 :
! WASHINGTON —: A Justice Department
! unit investigating Attorney General Benja-- -
 min R. Civiletti’s role in the Billy Carter
' case has been given broad powers to ex-

* pand its inquiry to-include whether. the

President’s brother - was tipped to the
government's case by -someone in ‘the
" Administration. -z buow .
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" today's Federal Register, the Office of.Pro--
fessional Responsibility is. given authority '
to conduct proceedings before grand juries
and investigate *'possible improper disclo-

sure of confidential information to (Billy)

Carter.” . ’ ELREN [ S
The grand jury power is not unprece-
dented for the internal unit, but the lan-:
guage of-the order gives a much broader 7,
scope to the-inquiry than was expected
when it was announced July 25.7 - ¢
The order was signed last Friday by Dep-

- uty Attorney General Charles Renfrew, who

ti's absence, and a Department spokesman

Mlchael Shaheen.:: . - =

.. "It's fair to say. * said the offlclal
now that they’ve put this down on paper,
- this investigation is much more than most

- ments by himself and the Administration,

~rnent by registering as a foreign agent. :

has been acting attorney general in Civilet-- =

- said the language had been drafted by the -
Office of Professnonal Responsrbillty under
%

that"'

people would have thought it would be.”. "+ .4

: Shaheen's unit began- to Investigate
'Clvllettl's role when the Attorney -General:
revealed that, contrary to. previous state-. :

| he had talked to the President about Billy .
sCarter’s dealings’ with Libya before Billy..
settled the case: with _the. Justice. Depart-'

u{;CMlettl who has been traveling in Ha-
Zwall and the Pacific.this week, revealed.
.~Wednesday he also waited nearly . two

_months this spring- before informing Jus-]
“'tice investigators of intelligence: informa-.
* tion he had received regarding payments by:

- Libya to the Pmldent s brother.

e T e LA

- zf*Shaheen's offlc'e"already s believ

- looking into this statement by Clviletti, bur ;

, the broad authority now glven the internal’

;unit goes.beyond the Justice Department or--

the speclﬂe actions og the Attorney General
IR IR ‘_ # 4,.
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*F.7 The first section of the new order givesa

mandate “to investigate: for;eriminal, civil;

and administrative purposes, any offenses |

+ arising from the activities of Billy Carter In3|:

“"acting as an alleged: agent of the Libyan.

_those actlv:tl&s the activities of M Mr. (,arter B
"lmproper disclosures of-information relat- :
“ing to the investigation of Mr. Carter, and ;
possible improper disclosure of confidential'’

_lnformatlon to Mr. Carter, or others, relat- '
ing to Mr. Carter’s actmtx& N

Apart from the authorlty to conduct'

grand jury - proceedings, the order states -

Shaheen’s unit can obtain and review all

A - .. documentary evidence- from any source;
> In a special orderfto‘ be published' in y y sou

_receive.. appropriate  national security

. ‘clearances in case of classified information; !
. and inspect the orlﬁmal ora copy of any tax

return.

Whether Billy Carter was tlpped by the
Administration is a question that has inter-
ested members of a Senate committee inves-
tigatlng the case, and most attention has

-focused on Billy Carter’s sudden interest in

"'June ln dlscusslng mqulry wlth Justxce

¥ ,'A call to the Department by Billy
Carter's. attomev and then _one_the next

- day by Billy Carter- himself in early June. !
- seem:to coincide with evidence received by
“the Department then that the President’s

it rother had received payments from Libya.

The thte House has denied recefving or
.passing on any pertinent information then

“to the President’s brother, and in his con-’
Versation with the President June 17, Civi-
Slettl said he did not mention the $220,000
1 Billy Carter had by then admitted recelvh;xa

~Hesald xt wasaloan Il :

Of that sam, "$200,000, ,waéf“ received -
from Libya in April, and. th&intelligence in-
formation then turned over to the Attorney.
General is believed to pertain to this pay-
“ment.” Civilettii-said this week he did not
want to Jeopardise his source and the trans- .
.action _by telling Justice investigators. it
was “not - until- June, shortly before Billy
Carter’s calls, that he made the lnformatlon
available .

Sen 'Robert Dole (R Kan ) a member of

‘the Senate panel Investigating Billy Carter, -
.sald yesterday Civiletti might'have ‘'deliber-

"ately’.. obstructed justice..The Attorney
[ General has denled any wrongdoing

* Faced with a sensitive situation, Civilet-
" 'ti sald he took the:precaution. of advising

hls Criminal Divislon to be certain not to
“close the Billy Carter inquiry, and after his
investigators found out about the payments

me lntelllgence report available.

‘through their own sources, he readily made

"-government, ‘including;.but ‘not limited. to. J-
- the conduct of any and all government en-
Lployees or appolntees. or any other persons,.;
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That report. which never “went to the
. ‘White House, according to the Administra

tion, has been described as critical evi

‘dence. But it still is not certain if Civiletti's

. Cautiousness slowed the investigation. As

sistant Attorney General Ph:hp Hymann.
chief of the Criminal Division, has refused
any comment pendmg his expected appear
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ance before the - Senate committee - thi:
month, and'Joel Lisker, the chief investiga
tor.on the case, also has been unavallable
for:s comment
. :In:contrast with Clvllettl s cautlon Na
tional Security Adviser Zbigniew Brzezin:
ski called Billy Carter himself after receiv-
ing a second, slightly ealier, lntelllcence re
. port regarding Billy Carter's role as brokex
with Libya for an oil company. - .~ qype v
‘In a repost to-the. Senate thls, week,
.Brzezinski said he made the call in March,
and White House press sscretary Jody Pow-
ell said yesterday the Administration be-
licves the date was Mar. 31. Brzezinski
made no specific mention of the classified
nature of the information he had received
~from CIA Dicector Stansfield Turner. but
did allude to it.

’As you probably know ln the nature of
my job a greal deal of information flows
across my desk,”. Brzezinski remembers
telling the President’s brother. "I have re-
cently seen some information which seems
to suggest that you are engaged-in an oil
deal, and that you are seeking an increased

% ' allocatlon from Libya for a US oil compa-

_ny.’ CITERTT NS et e %
- Brzezlnskl s office sald yesterday he does
_ not recall tellmg Turner € 1n-

 ténded to _call Billy Carter, 5ut EErougFl a
- spokésman, the nafional securify adviser
sald he'took care nof to make any reference
. to the information béing classified. ™
. Brzezinskrand-Civiletti-are expected to
be called by the Senate committee when it
begins full hearings after the Democratic
- Convention. 1t is less certain the- President
will” appear. For -the- moment, the bigger
concern for the panel is to find a “special
counsel;: former Watergate prosecutor
James Neal yesterday declined the job be-
gause of the demands of hls prlvate pme'
ce. ;e ;

dneon oo nitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/27 : CIA-RDP90- 00552R000100990038 3



